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(Introduction): starting points...



Putting down roots



A landscape study on open access and 
monographs
• Eelco Ferwerda (Oapen)
• Frances Pinter (KU Research)
• Niels Stern (Nordic Council)

• Knowledge Exchange
• FWF
• CRIStin
• Couperin



A comparative study in 8 countries

• UK
• Germany
• France
• Denmark
• Netherlands
• Austria
• Norway
• Finland

• Methodology :
• Data gathering (DOAB, EBSCO, 

OCLC, OpenAIRE, ROARMAP, etc.)
• Literature review
• Online survey (libraries, 

publishers, funders)
• In-depth interviews





KE study in a nutshell

• Something is happening : 
existence of policies, remarkable
initiatives in all countries
• Diversity : the models are deeply

rooted in national systems and 
cultures
• There is money in the system 

(mainly to subsidise print copies)



Models to support OA monographs



Open Access in Humanities and 
Social Sciences : a milky way



OPERAS-D Project



OPERAS landscape study



Survey on publishers
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spring survey autumn survey total
Started surveys 79 38 117
Completed surveys 42 17 59



OPERAS partners technical mapping

PARTNER Huma-Num
(Isidore) EKT IBL PAN MWS Open

Edition OAPEN OAPEN
(DOAB)

Ubiquity
Press

UCL 
press

Univ. 
Coimbra

University 
of Turin

Univ. 
Zadar

DB Size
(GB) 1024GB 35GB

Open
Edition
[60GB]

100GB 60GB 60GB 200MB 270 GB OAPEN
[60GB] 419GB 8GB 78GB

Storage Size 
(TB) 400TB 50TB

Open
Edition
[40TB]

1,5TB 40TB 5,5TB 0,7TB 5TB OAPEN
[5,5TB] 25TB 2TB 1,25TB

DBMS

MySQL, 
MongoDB, 

AFS, 
Handle.net, 

Virtuoso, Exist, 
BaseX

MySQL
OpenEdit

ion
[MySQL]

Zope
Object 

database
MySQL MySQL, 

Oracle
MariaDB MySQL, 

PostgreSQL
OAPEN

[MySQL]

MySQL, 
PostgreSQ

L

MySQL MySQL



OPERAS partners technical mapping

PARTNER OPENEDITION Huma-Num
(Isidore) EKT Ubiquity

Press MWS Unito OAPEN OAPEN
(DOAB)

Univ. 
Coimbra

Univ. 
Zadar IBL PAN UCL 

press

CPU cores 724 192 72 31 12 12 4 4 6 4 OpenEdition OAPEN

Servers (nb) 21 8 6 10 1 1 4 4 4 6 OpenEdition OAPEN

RAM (GB) 3000 1000 1100 115 24 32 32 32 28 8 OpenEdition OAPEN

Provider CC IN2P3 CC IN2P3 EKT Amazon BSB Cineca UvA SemperTool Univ. 
Coimbra SRCE OpenEdition OAPEN



Visibility of OA monographs



KU Research findings

• The metadata held and managed by OPERAS partners is inconsistent 
and variable in quality 
• The visibility of OPERAS partner books in catalogues varies by 

publisher. 
• Evidence can be obtained that books relevant to specific regions 

gain interest and attention in that region 
• The variable quality of book metadata creates challenges in 

analysing visibility consistently 
• The variable quality of book metadata creates challenges for 

downstream data aggregation and analysis providers 



OPERAS proposition:
a distributed infrastructure for open 
scholarly communication in SSH



THE SITUATION
before OPERAS

In SSHIn STEM Opportunity

Fragmentation of the 
publishing community, mostly 

university led

Early Open Science adopters
in SSH

Scientific community lost 
control to commercial 

publishers
Reclaim control by uniting 
researchers, libraries and 
publishers in a common 

effort
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MAIN MISSIONOPERAS
CLUSTER OF 

CONTENTS
 journals, books, blogs.

IMPACT
TRUST
PUBLIC ENGAGEMENT

Label

Label

Label

Label

Label

Label

Label

Integration of the 
long tail into 
Open Science

To provide a pan-European 
infrastructure for open 
scholarly communication

CONSORTIUM 
OF PLAYERS
publication platforms

and publishers.

SCALABILITY 
OF QUALITY
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PARTNERS
OPERAS
OPERAS is led by OpenEdition (France)

Partners35
Countries

Projects2 H2020

Consortium
Core group Members
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OPERAS members serve the 
researcher’s needs all along 
the research cycle



... to deliver 
Open Science 

services... 

A federation of publication 
platforms...

Certify

Find

Activate

OpenEdition

OAPEN

Ubiquity Press

Perspectivia

UC Digitalis 

Share Press

Hrcak

EKT e-publishing 

Research 
for Society 

Researchers 
and 

socio-economic 
actors

Researchers, 
Funders 

and Libraries
Certification

Discovery

Researchers 
and 

LibrariesOPERAS
Hub
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Coordinated by 
the Core Group

AISA
CNR 

CRUI 
Lexis

Napoli University Federico II
Roma Tre University 

University Ca'Foscari Venice 
University of Milan

UniTo

Georg-August-University Göttingen
Knowledge Unlatched

MWS

FCSH
ISCTE-IUL 

University Coimbra 

KU Research
OLH

Open Books Publishers
Ubiquity Press

UCL Press 

AEUP

SRCE
University Zadar

University of Liège

Huma-Num
OpenEdition

C²DH

LingOA
QOAM

Hypothesis
OAPEN

SciELO
IBL PAN

IBL PAN

EKT

Univ. Coimbra

OAPEN
Univ. Zadar

UCL press

MWS

Open Edition

UniTo

WG 
Plateforms 

&
 servicesWG 

Multilingualism

WG 
Standards

WG 
Tools

WG 
Advocacy

WG 
Best 

practices

Core group

WG 
Business
  Models
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OPERAS Working Groups
1. Advocacy: MWS (contact point), AISA, UGOE, IBL PAN, KU Research, OpenEdition, 

University of Turin, The Arctic University of Norway
2. Publishing Tools: OpenEdition (contact point), Hypothesis, IBL PAN, C²DH, Roma Tre 

University, Stockholm University Press, Ubiquity Press, University of Turin, University 
of Milan

3. Standards: EKT (contact point), OAPEN, OpenEdition, University of Milan
4. Business Models: UCL Press (contact point), AEUP, IBL PAN, KU, KU Research, Lexis, 

OLH, UC Digitalis
5. Best Practices: OAPEN (contact point), AEUP, Hypothesis, LingOA, OpenEdition, OLH, 

QOAM, Lexis, Stockholm University Press, Ubiquity Press, University of Milan, 
University of Zadar

6. Multilingualism: UC Digitalis (contact point), UGOE, Huma-Num, EKT, ISCTE-IUL
7. Platforms and Services: OAPEN (contact point),OpenEdition (contact point), Huma-

Num, LingOA, Open Books Publishers, QOAM, University of Zadar



Operas white papers and conference



HIRMEOS: a proof of concept for 
OPERAS collaboration



• 5 OA books platforms :
• Oapen
• OpenEdition Books
• Göttingen University Press
• Ubiquity Press
• Ekt e-publishing

• Other participating : OBP (UK), 
Perspectivia (De), Sirio (It)

• 5 services implemented
• Identifiers : DOI, ORCID, Funding

Registry
• Named entity recognition : places, 

names, periods
• Certification : DOAB PR types
• Annotation : hypothes.is
• Metrics : OA metrics, alternative 

metrics



HIRMEOS in a nutshell

http://www.hirmeos.eu/animation-video/

http://www.hirmeos.eu/animation-video/


(Conclusion): to be continued...



On the road to ESFRI...



THANK YOU
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