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he Archaeolingua Team has members

with a wide range of competencies,

from graphic design to desktop editing,

from academic writing to layout man-

agement. Therefore, we are ready to
assist with publications in the most comprehensive
way: we offer help with applying for financial aid
to publish your book, editing your manuscript and
managing your images, preparing the cover design,
supervising printing, and distributing the book in
Hungary and abroad. If you have special requests,
such as embossing lacquer on the book cover, we
are happy to assist your needs.

Our partners include universities and academic in-
stitutions all over the world, many of which have
commissioned us with publishing their scholarly
series. Just to name a few, Archaeolingua publishes
the Occasional Papers of the European Archaeo-
logical Council; the Studia Aegyptiaca Series of
the Department of Egyptology at the E6tvos Lorand
University; The Yamnaya Impact on Prehistoric Eu-
rope Series of the University of Helsinki; the Inns-
brucker Beitrage zur Kulturwissenschaft Series of
the University of Innsbruck; and the publications
of the European Research Network of Excellence
in Open Cultural Heritage. We pursue excellence
in whatever we do, be it manuscript editing, proof-
reading, or producing elegant book covers that ap-
peal to the eye. We are honoured to be the official
publisher of all material related to the Iron Age Dan-
ube Route Project as a founding member of the
Iron Age Danube Route Association.

We are committed to bringing archaeology and cul-
tural heritage closer to the general public and raise
awareness for their protection; therefore, our bilin-
gual (English and Hungarian) online journal, Hun-
garian Archaeology, has been open access for 10
years now, and will always remain available to eve-
ryone with an interest in our common heritage.
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Pohorsko Podravje
pred tremi tisocletji

Pohorsko Podravje
three millenia ago

Tradition & Innovation
in the Late Bronze and
Early Iron Ages

Biba Terzan
Matija Cre$nar

ABOUT THE MONOGRAPH
The monograph contains a series of presentations
of significant sites from the Pohorsko Podravje
region of NE Slovenia, dating to the Late Bronze
and the Early Iron Ages, some of which were exca-
vated quite recently, while others were known only
through preliminary publications.

It was published jointly by the National Museum of
Slovenia and the Faculty of Arts of the University of
Ljubljana, with financial support of the Slovenian
Research Agency and the municipalities of Zrece
and Hoce-Slivnica.

AUTHORS
Biba TerZan, Matija Cre$nar and collaborators:

Teja Gerbec, Lucija Grahek, Mihela Kajzer, Vesna Ko-
privnik, Bine Kramberger, Tamara Leskovar, Mira
Strménik Guli¢, Iztok Stamfelj, Jayne-Leigh Thomas,
Tatjana Tomazo Ravnik, Borut Toskan, Rafko Urankar.

ABOUT THE SERIES
Catalogi et Monographiae of the National Museum
of Slovenia. The series, published since 1955, com-
prises catalogues with summarised presentations
of important archaeological sites, excavations and
findings from various periods in Slovenia. All vol-
umes are published bilingually with a translation
into one of the world languages.

PAGES
589

ISBN
978-961-06-0418-1

Price: 59 €

Order: www.knjigarna.ff.uni-lj.si
blagajna@nms.si

Available also as e-book:
https://doi.org/10.4312/9789610604198
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by Petra Vojakovi¢
Matija Cresnar

RECENT EXCAVATIONS
ON THE PUNGRT HILL
NEARIG (SLOVENIA)
REVEAL AN ASTONISHING
NEW DISCOVERY —

AN EARLY IRON AGE
PROTO-URBAN HILLFORT
ON THE OUTSKIRTS

OF LJUBLJANA

PUNGRT

]

ASTONISHING

NEW
DISCOVERY

Early Iron Age rampart
during the excavation and
documentation thereof
©Arhej d.0.0./N.Ciglar
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THE PUNGRT HILL (366 m) rises above the small
town of Ig, hardly 10km to the southwest of
the Slovenian capital of Ljubljana. As part

of the north-eastern edge of the Krimsko-
Mokrsko range, it overlooks the southern
edges of the extensive Ljubljansko barje (the
Ljubljana marshes). In 2020, one of the most
important discoveries of the recent years was
made atop the hill: during development-led
archaeological excavations, which will con-
tinue on the site in 2021, a proto-urban hillfort
was discovered.

There are numerous archaeological sites with
alongresearch history atlg and in its sur-
roundings, the most significant of which are
the UNESCO World heritage pile dwelling
sites. However, prior to the recent discovery,
the existence of an Early Iron Age hillfort at
Pungrt was only presumed on the basis of the
topographical features of the hill. Meanwhile,
Roman literary sources indicated that a port
for shifting cargo developed in the marshy
area at the north-eastern foot of the hill, dur-
ing the Late Iron Age. Little is also known to
date about the Roman Period settlement so
far, however, it has been given great histori-
cal importance. In contrast to the tombstones
from the Roman colony of Emona (Ljubljana)
more than one hundred Roman Period tomb-
stones from Ig reveal the presence of a local
population without Roman citizenship.

Until now, only the Roman tombstones and a
few Roman literary sources provided limited
information about the lifeways and cultural
affiliation of this local population. The Roman
historian Strabo mentions, for example, that
nearby Nauportus, located on the western
edge of the Ljubljansko barje, less than 20km
from Ig, was founded as a village of the Celt-
ic Taurisci, who came into this area relatively
late, i.e. not before the 3 century Bc (during
the Late Iron Age). In contrast to Naupor-

tus, the personal names on the tombstones
from Ig reveal that the Celtic newcomers had
no significantimpact on the local communi-

ty, which retained their “pre-Celtic” names
well into the Roman period. The origin of
these names can most likely be traced back
to at least the Early Iron Age when the Pun-
grt hillfort would have held an important po-
sition within the wider cultural landscape. At
the time, the proto-urban settlement was lo-
cated at the crossroads of the three distinct
Hallstatt period cultural groups, namely the
Dolenjska, Gorenjska and Notranjska groups,
each of which had their distinct characteris-
tics and burial rites.

During the recent excavations, an extensive
area of 5500 m2 of the hillfort interior was un-
earthed, representing the largest contigu-
ously excavated area of any hillfort site in
Slovenia. Considering the scale of the exca-
vation campaign and excellent preservation
of the unearthed archaeological remains, it
comes as no surprise that Pungrt has attract-
ed the attention of both experts and the wi-
der public since the of fieldwork started.

The preliminary results have shown this was
amulti-period settlement, first settled at the
beginning of the Early Iron Age (late 9%/early
8t century Bc) and finally abandoned in the
Roman Period (2" century AD).

The remains of the Early Iron Age occupation
at Pungrt are arguably the most striking. At
the time, the site was surrounded by a mon-
umental rampart, which can be clearly seen
in the hill’s relief. The current excavations
have revealed that it was designed as a mul-
tiphase stone rampart with corresponding
outer embankments. Along its inner side ran
awide path, the so-called “hallway”. In the
Early Hallstatt period (9th-7th century Bc) the
area next to it was utilised for various eco-
nomic activities. The residential buildings
were probably located somewhat upslope.

At the beginning of the Late Hallstatt pe-
riod (6% century Bc), the settlement under-
went several changes. A new, mightier ram-
part was built over the old one and a series
of regularly arranged wooden buildings with

Figural fibula
with horse head,

dated to the

5 century B¢
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stone foundations (ca. 6x10m) were built
next to it. Narrow streets were perpendicular
to the hallway and ran upslope between the
buildings, while the hillslope was reshaped
into smaller terraces on which various build-
ings would have stood. Further up the slope,
near the top of the hill, an embankment of
stone and earth ran across the slope, with a
paved path parallel to it. The occupation of
the lower and upper terraces continued into
the Late Iron Age and the Roman Period

(2%t century BCc-2"¢ century AD).

The orthogonal layout of buildings, streets
and roads make Pungrt the first fortified Early
Iron Age hilltop settlement with a document-
ed proto-urban design in Slovenia. Signifi-
cantly, the site is one of the most important
archaeological discoveries in Slovenia in re-
centyears, and we aim to continue our re-
search within a scientific project that will re-
veal the wealth of information, which this
extraordinary site holds.

Stone mould

confirming bronze
casting activity

at Pungart
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