WITTGENSTEIN: LANGUAGE AND SILENCE AND THE SILENCE OF LANGUAGE Introduction

ABOUT THE SYMPOSIUM

The international symposium
Wittgenstein: Language and Silence
and the Silence of Language

The international symposium Wittgenstein: Language and Silence and the Silence of
Language, organized by the Slovenian Philosophical Society, invites contributions
addressing the philosophical development and enduring significance of Ludwig
Wittgenstein's thought. The event aims to bring together international scholars to reflect on
Wittgenstein's intellectual trajectory and to explore dimensions of his philosophy that have

often received comparatively less attention in mainstream interpretations.

Few philosophers of the twentieth century have shaped the philosophy of language as
profoundly as Wittgenstein. His early work, most notably the Tractatus Logico-
Philosophicus, sought to determine the logical limits of language and the structure of
meaningful propositions. Yet the work famously concludes with the suggestion that what
lies beyond these limits — ethics, aesthetics, and the mystical — cannot be meaningfully
articulated but must instead be shown. Wittgenstein's later philosophy, developed in works
such as the Philosophical Investigations, reoriented this project by examining language as a
form of human activity embedded in practices and "forms of life," thereby shifting the focus

from logical structure to linguistic use.

This symposium seeks to examine the tension between language and its limits in
Wittgenstein's philosophy, with particular attention to the role of silence, ineffability, and
the relationship between expression and what resists articulation. We especially welcome
papers engaging with underexplored aspects of Wittgenstein's thought, including the
relation between language and mysticism, the ethical implications of the unsayable, and

broader reflections on the philosophical meaning of silence.

TOPICS INCLUDE - TEME VKLJUCUJEJO
. Wittgenstein on the limits of language . Silence, ineffability, and the mystical Tractatus
in the
. Language-games and forms of life in the later . The transition from the early to the later
philosophy Wittgenstein
. Ethical and aesthetic dimensions of the unsayable . Wittgenstein and religious language
. Interpretations of silence and expression . Relevance for contemporary philosophy of

language
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Schedule - Urnik

Program simpozija / Symposium

Programme

20 May 2026 - Conference Hall, Oton Zupan¢i¢ Library, Ljubljana

14:00

OPENING ADDRESS + NAGOVOR

®* Nagovor / Opening Address
Andrej Ule

14:15

SKLOP I - SESSION |

* Wittgenstein is not a philosopher of silence
Matej Kapus

* Common ground between Gramsci and Wittgenstein

Robert Vinten

16:00

SKLOP Il - SESSION II

* Aspects of Analysis in the Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus

Borut Cerkovnik

®* Methodological Changes in Ludwig Wittgenstein's Philosophy

Ulrich Arnswald

17:30

SKLOP Il - SESSION 11l

* Wittgenstein's Path to Silence
Andrej Ule

* Silence, paradox and beyond the ladder
Matthias Varga v. Kibed

Slovenian Philosophical Society - Ljubljana, Slovenia
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SPEAKERS - PREDAVATEL]JI

Matej Kapus

University of Ljubljana

Doctoral researcher preparing a dissertation on analogies in Wittgenstein's work (thesis advisor dr. Borut
Cerkovnik). His research interests include Wittgenstein's relation to theories of natural science and

contemporary social issues.

Robert Vinten

Universidade Nova, Lisbon

Postdoctoral researcher. His current research is concerned with ordinary language philosophy and epistemic
injustice and he has recently taken an interest in the work of Antonio Gramsci. He is the author of
Wittgenstein and the Social Sciences (Anthem Press, 2020) and the editor of Wittgenstein and the Cognitive
Science of Religion (Bloomsbury Academic, 2023).

Borut Cerkovnik
University of Ljubljana, Faculty of Arts

Assistant professor at the Philosophy department, specializing in Wittgenstein from the Tractatus to the
Philosophical Investigations, one of the leading researchers of Wittgenstein's philosophy in Slovenia. Author
of Towards the Limit of Meaning. Discussions on the Tractatus Logico-Philosophicus (University of Ljubljana,

2013) and of a new Slovenian translation of Wittgenstein's Tractatus (2023).

Ulrich Arnswald
University of Innsbruck

Privatdozent at the University of Innsbruck. He studied political science, economics, and philosophy at the
University of Heidelberg, the Université Paris-Dauphine, the University of Kent in Canterbury, and the
London School of Economics and Political Science, and received a doctorate from the Karlsruhe Institute of
Technology. Arnswald has published extensively on Ludwig Wittgenstein, as well as on the philosophy of
language, political philosophy and economics, ethics, the philosophy of science, and the history of philosophy,
and on topics at the intersection of economics and philosophy.
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Andrej Ule

University of Ljubljana (Professor Emeritus)

Professor emeritus for logic, theory of science, and epistemology. Works on theory of science, philosophy of
mind, Wittgenstein's philosophy, and comparative philosophy.

Matthias Varga v. Kibed

Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat Minchen (Professor Emeritus)

Professor emeritus for logic, analytic philosophy and philosophy of science (LMU, Munich). Together with
Insa Sparrer, founder of the SySt Institut fiir systemische Ausbildung, Fortbildung und Forschung (Munich).
Works on formal truth and paradox theories.
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ABSTRACT -+ POVZETEK

Wittgenstein is not a philosopher of
silence

— Matej Kapus

University of Ljubljana

In the writings of Ludwig Wittgenstein, silence is a frequently discussed theme, regarded as a
key part of his philosophy. Based on his various statements about silence, he has been compared
in the past to a kind of philosophical quietism or Pyrrhonism. Comparisons with these traditions
are not without merit or reason, but they can introduce a narrow-mindedness into the reading of
Wittgenstein. It seems that the prevailing view regarding Wittgenstein is that, for him,
philosophy, at some point, must give way to silence. Among the key passages in his later
philosophy that illustrate the necessity of silence is §133 of Philosophical Investigations, in
which he states: "For the clarity we are striving for is, in any case, complete. But this means
only that philosophical problems should disappear completely. A true discovery is one that
enables me to stop philosophizing whenever I want..." This statement is often taken as

fundamental in demonstrating the therapeutic nature of Wittgenstein's philosophy.

The idea behind it is that we no longer need philosophy once all problems have disappeared,
and that the task of philosophy is therefore to annihilate itself. The end of philosophy is when it
annihilates itself and passes into silence. I argue that this reading is flawed, as it characterizes
philosophy solely through a negative method. Such an interpretation stems from a lack of
understanding regarding the continuation of philosophy after Wittgenstein, which arises from
his specific anti-theoretical stance. The result of a philosophy carried through to its conclusion,
silence, is taken as the endpoint of philosophy (thus, for example, both major readings of the
Tractatus end, each in its own way, in silence). The discussion of his attitude toward silence is
fruitful and interesting, but we must not forget that the goal of philosophy is not silence, but
clarity. In Philosophical Investigations, we achieve this clarity through the positive method of

analogies and examples.
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ABSTRACT - POVZETEK

Common ground between Gramsci and
Wittgenstein

— Robert Vinten
Universidade Nova, Lisbon

Previous studies of the relationships between the thought of Antonio Gramsci and the thought of
Ludwig Wittgenstein have tended to focus on the possibility of Gramsci indirectly influencing
Wittgenstein via Piero Sraffa (see, for example, Davis 2002a, 2002b, 2011; Sen 2003; Lo Piparo
2010) and upon Wittgenstein's philosophy of language. John Davis has claimed that since the
three thinkers "devoted themselves to altogether different realms of ideas" (2002a, 384) we
should not expect to find precisely the same claims about the same subject matter but rather
should look for parallels where spelling out those parallels "requires translating those ideas into
a discourse removed in varying degrees from their original ideas" (Ibid.). Franco Lo Piparo has
made a case that Gramsci and Wittgenstein are a bit more closely linked than that, in that both
make very similar claims about language, grammar, and praxis and he strengthens Amartya
Sen's (2003) case in favour of thinking that Wittgenstein would likely have heard of Gramsci's
ideas through Sraffa (2010).

Here I am going to agree with Lo Piparo that Gramsci and Wittgenstein both make very similar
claims about language and grammar and I will also look at other areas in which Gramsci and
Wittgenstein were largely in agreement: in their attitudes towards science, scientism, and
progress. Gramsci and Wittgenstein both opposed the imperialistic tendencies of natural
science: attempts to bring the methods of natural science into social sciences and the
humanities. Both were annoyed by simplistic attempts to popularise science that ended up
launching into "absurd popular semi-philosophical speculations” (Rhees, 1984, 117). Both were
opposed to scientistic reductionistic tendencies in disciplines like philosophy, psychology, history
and economics. In all of these cases their opposition to scientism took on strikingly similar

forms.
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ABSTRACT -+ POVZETEK

Aspects of Analysis in the Tractatus
Logico-Philosophicus

— Borut Cerkovnik
University of Ljubljana

Unlike Frege and Russell, who mainly practiced (1) the logical (transformative) aspect of
philosophical analysis, Wittgenstein, in the philosophy of language of his Tractatus Logico-
Philosophicus, combines it also with (2) the regressive and (3) the decompositional one. The
labels of these aspects follow Michael Beaney's entry "Analysis" from the Stanford Encyclopedia
of Philosophy. The article argues that the main goal of TLP is interpretative (transformative) in
nature. Wittgenstein wants to establish a logically clear language that excludes all nonsenses. In
particular cases, this aspect of analysis, inter alia, considers the understanding of the verb "be"
in different ways, the interpretation of all variables as propositional variables, stating some
concepts as formal concepts, and the form of all the propositions developed in thesis 6 of TLP.
Wittgenstein's form of analysis is compared with those of Frege, Russell, and Ryle in

"Systematically Misleading Expressions."

Furthermore, the article argues that this type (1) of analysis is, in TLP, connected with (2) the
regressive one, for "propositions are truth-functions of elementary propositions" (TLP 5) that are
"produced" through analysis, and also with (3) the decompositional one since every complex
resolves itself into its foundational parts through analyses, which can be described by

definitions.
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ABSTRACT - POVZETEK

Methodological Changes in Ludwig
Wittgenstein's Philosophy - From the
Tractatus logico-philosophicus to the
Lecture on Ethics to his late
philosophy

— Ulrich Arnswald
University of Innsbruck

Wittgenstein's philosophy underwent revolutionary changes in its methodology, which,
surprisingly, have neither been discussed nor realized to this day: while the Tractatus still
claimed to clarify all philosophical problems completely, the philosophy of the Post-Philosophical
Investigations does the opposite. It only attempts to solve its own problems. While the Tractatus
seeks to free philosophy from all unnecessary and superfluous thinking and speaking and to say
only what can be said, the philosophy of the Post-Philosophical Investigations revels in endless
chains of examples, some of which differ only in nuances. The method of late philosophy is not

sober, but rich and expansive. It is the opposite of what the Tractatus wanted to be.

Wittgenstein is fully aware of his technique of philosophizing by means of examples, for he
himself emphasizes the advantages of this approach to his readers in the Philosophical
Investigations. The lecture will trace the methodological changes in Ludwig Wittgenstein's
philosophy from the Tractatus logico-philosophicus to the Lecture on Ethics to his late

philosophy.
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ABSTRACT -+ POVZETEK

Wittgenstein's Path to Silence

— Andrej Ule

University of Ljubljana

Wittgenstein's thesis about silence on the unsayable somehow delimits the entire Tractatus.
Strictly speaking, all the sentences of the Tractatus, i.e. including the famous 7th thesis on
silence, are actually apparent. They are more or less verbalized logical symbols, which can be
captured in the 6th thesis of the Tractatus, which gives the general logical form of sentences.
Wittgenstein spent his entire later life trying to change or surpass the Tractatus, but in such a
way that its fundamental insights would live on. Interestingly, he maintained his notion of the
ineffable edge of linguistic meaning, which can only be approached in respectful silence, well
into his late twenties. This notion was explicitly present in his December 1930 Cambridge

lecture on ethics.

However, for "later" Wittgenstein, at least some philosophical problems can be resolved with an
appropriate "correct" life, or they disappear in the "shining glow" around our life. Then the
whole situation can be undoubtedly clear and unproblematic to us, even though we remain
silent. With this understanding — or rather, with this attitude towards the whole problem of
utterability and silence — Wittgenstein raised this problem to a new level of philosophical
practice compared to the period of the Tractatus: from the logical-analytical level of
understanding linguistic signs to the level of awareness of basic language games and the deep
structure of human life forms. The question of whether Wittgenstein thereby resolved once and
for all the problem of our condemnation to silence about the unspeakable, of course, remains

unresolved and should remain so.
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ABSTRACT - POVZETEK

Silence, paradox and beyond the
ladder. Tractatus 6, 7, 3.1432 and
Prototractatus 6: some beautiful
places at the border of saying and
showing

— Matthias Varga v. Kibed

SySt Institut MUinchen / Ludwig-Maximilians-Universitat Minchen

I will with regard to TLP 7 look at the difference between ,sprechen von" (speak of) and
,Sprechen iiber" (speak about), as well as between ,schweigen von" / ,schweigen zu" (being
silent of) and ,schweigen iiber" (being silent about). I will exemplify these differences

concerning language and the general form of a sentence with regard to TLP 6.

I will use PT 6 in contradistinction to TLP 6 to show some subtle aspects of the difference
between p and NNp. And I will hint how TLP 3.1432 teaches silence about relations as a more
general approach to language. By this, bipolarity as a precondition to protonegation will be seen
as an important prima facie aspect of the general form of a sentence that was partially lost
between PT and TLP. Finally, I will hint at how silence and paradox are connected with throwing

away the ladder — and keeping the ladder at the same time.
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