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Flozofsko fakulteto je | cembra s svopm obiskom polastil namest ika viade in zunany mimister
Republike Turdije, njegova ckscelenca Abdullah GOl Ugledni g ¢ v okviru dogodkow, ka v ictoinjem Jtudiskem
letu potekajo na Fakulten pod skupmim nastovom Kultura strpnost, predaval o odnosih med Evropsko unijo in
posebe) e o wrhu voditeljev drzav clanic EU, napovedamim za 17, decembra 2004, Predavanye
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obiskovalce

bilo namenjeno uditellem in Studentom Fakultete ter odprro zavse drug

0.p. zaradravientiinost pnspevka objaviiamo govornadegauglednega gosta vizvrmku oz anglekom pea ku
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ished Parncipants,
Gentlemen,

| wish ank the Umversity of Ljubliana for thewr warm

15 a great pleasure for me to join you today

am grateful to Prof, Jezernik K

to address such a distnguished audience

ould hike to l'u-grn by congratulating the Slovenian
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Turkey welcomed and supported the fiendly nation of Sloveniain this process.
Asan ally and partner, we have happily observed that the ransiuon penods towards
the EU and the NATO membership have been successfully fulfilled by Slovemia

The Sloveman peoples achievementinestablishing a full democracy and a dynamic
economyin ashort penod of timeis most admirable

Ladies and Gentlemen,

The dynamic nature of the EU makesit a connnuous center of focusforall
Evropeans who share the ideals the Union stands for: Evrope - Azone of
sustained peace and stability, Acontinent where everyone can enjoy the benefir
democracy, the rule of law, human nghts and marketeconomy, Andaunion
welfareis shared by all. Only five decades ago, this might have seemed likea diej
Buttoday, the projectof aEurope whole and free s closer to reality than ever
before

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Turkey's palitical, cultural and economic engagement with Europe has a backg
inception abouteighty years ago, the Turkish Republic has pursued a policy ofintegranon with Western institutions. Tur!
been partof the Counal of Europe and NATO from the beginning. Therefore, it was not surpnsing that Turkey asked to join'\gts
then European Economic Community only cighteen months afteritcame into being
The Assoaation Agreement of 1963 resulted from this accession request. Article 28 of this Agreement ervistoned that Turkey
would one day join the Community. The ties that link Turkey and the EU have continued to grow. From an economic point of
view, traditionally, the EU is cur major trade partner and foresgn investor. In the words of the EU Commission, Turkey has a high
absorpuon capaaty when compared to the other candidates. | would like to underhine this point o express my confidence in
the dynamism of the Turkish economy. With the succesful economic reforms of the recentyears, we achieved stability, growth
and confidence, We are determined and confident that by the time of EU membership, Turkey's economy will grow strong
enough to be a source of dynamisen to the EU,

Another aspect of Turkish cconomic presence is the Turkash businessmen in Europe: With more than 80 thousand businesses
they own, Turkish businessmen in the EU are already creatng jobs fortens of thousands of people

Turkish businessmen have proven themselves in several other markees, They will have a much broader job-creanon potennal
with Turkey's full- membership

On the other hand, geography has placed Turkey at the crossroads of cucrent and future energy, transportation and
communication networks that ink the EU to the Eastandwice versa

On the geo-politcal front, dunng this penod Turkey expandedits cultural, pobticaland trade relatons wath the Balkan, Black
Sca and Caucasian countnes, Today, Russia is
among our largesttrade partners

Thinks to our exstng linguistic and cultural tes
with the Central Avan Republics, we have easy
access to the region. In the Middle East, Turkeyis a
country in which both the lsrachs and the
Palestinians place their truse. My Government had
mivated a neighbours forum o support the
settlement of the problems in fraq. This forum
proved to be an asset in the efforts to establish a
peaceful Iraq. UN Secretary General apprecated
and contnbuted to this ininatve, Finally, last week
this forum came together with the G-8 countnies,
EU, OIC and Arab League to help secure the
pehucal processinlraq.

We continue to encourage reform and
transformatien for pohtical and economic
development in the Middle East Turkey is a
capable actor in conflict prevention, cnsis
managementand post-conflict rehabilication

We have gained expenence in peace-keeping operations including in Bosnia, Kosovo, Albania, the Middle East and Georgra
We took over the command of ISAF Ilin Afghanistan and successfully camed out this difficult task, Wewill assume this missson
onceagainin February nextyear. Allof these issues and regions are of pnonty for the EU aswell,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Today, ethnic, cultural and religious pregudices are unfortunately more widespread than ever before. These are both fed by
and generate pohtical and soao-economic problems like migraton, poverty, organized cnme and terronsm

The important task of overcoming these obstacles s acommon challenge we face together






Ladies and Gentlemen

ltis ourexpectavon tharthe EUSummitwill take a clearanduncondituonal
decision nextmonth tostart the accession negobiations with lurk«'j,'ln 2005
withoutdelay,

Itis of utmostimportance thatthis deason be fair, equitable and objectives

ltwould be mostunfortunate, ifshort- term concerns or domesuc policyissues
ofindividual member-states are permitted to shadow orundermine suchagreay
project related to the future ofall ofus
Itis alsoessential that The Summitdecision should notcontradict thepanciph
the EUsbased upon

Tomake the accession negotiation process sustainable and predictableisa
pnontyforus

Ladiesand Gentlemen,

Slovema and Tll'kl'y ar two countnes ;,‘llf'ﬂ)l ﬂx 4 common ’TU'UP"J" vocabion
We share the same goals on many foreign policyissues. We consider Sloveiaanimportant parterin cthe region, with its
long cultural and industnial tradition, its geographic position as a pateway to-Central and Eastern Europe, and established
communicanon and transportinfrastructures

| believe that we should enhance our bilateral cooperation to extend effectively beyond our own countnes, parncularlyin the
economic revitalizaton of Southeastern Europe

Turkey's close ties with the Caucasus and Central Asian countnes can also provide new avenues of cooperation, Slovenian
companies can benefitfrom the opportunitics that facilizated access to these regions offer.

We believe thag, Slovenia, like us, recognizes that further new avenues for cooperaton to serve our mutual interests will unfold
before us, as Turkey is grven a strong perspective foraccession,
Ithankyou foryourattention

DEPUTY PRIME MINISTER AND MINISTER OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS
ABDULLAHGUL
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